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Abstract 
In this study, the aim is to determine basic features for an ideal dormitory room by finding answers to questions relating to 
dorm students’ friendly relationships with each other, planning dorm rooms, study environments, heating and lighting 
services, relationship between dorm rooms and WC-bathroom spaces. Among the second grade students studying at 
Karadeniz Technical University Faculty of Architecture, Department of Architecture, 6 applicants have been – through 
accidental sampling method – selected for the study and each of the applicants has been interviewed and all the data collected 
has been evaluated by applying qualitative analysis method.  
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Mans’ relationship to the built environment surrounding them is significantly important in terms of design 
action. That is to say, the key factor that helps in creating and maintaining a new environment is relationships 
between people and their environment. It is possible to improve quality of living environment by providing 
ambient conditions suitable for human requirements. One of the premier troubles that students moving away from 
their family and home face is accommodation. Living spaces are places in which individual environmental 
communication is most intensively perceived. Similar to a person’s expectations from his house, what students 
expect from dormitory rooms is to conduct their vital activities safely and tranquilly. In dormitory buildings 
where students having different cultures, values, and habits live a common life by keeping together, spaces should 
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be designed so as to make them feel at home. Bedrooms are the most significant units of dormitories in which 
students spend most of the time out the school. Bedrooms should be such as to fulfill students’ individual needs. 
In this regard, the rooms should be properly planned and decorated considering such activities as sleeping, 
studying, and resting.  
The main target of the study is to determine the qualities which dormitory rooms are supposed to have so as to 
meet students’ needs physically. In accordance with this purpose, it is aimed to determine basic features of a dorm 
room by finding answers to the following questions:  
  What are students’ opinions relating to location/organization of dormitory rooms in which they stay? 
  What is a study environment in dormitories like? Which parts of dormitories can students conduct their study 
activities in? 
  What are heating and lighting conditions of dormitory rooms like? 
  What is the relationship between dorm rooms and WC-bathroom spaces like? 
  What is students’ friendly relationship at dormitories like?  
2. Method 
This is a special case study in which methods of collecting and evaluating qualitative data are employed. A 
case study is conducted in a natural habitat such as a class, a district or an organization and aims at an integrated 
evaluation of environments or events involved in the study. Unlike other research methods, a case study uses the 
questions “how” and “why” as base (YÕldÕrÕm & im ek, 2008).  
Qualitative data has been collected through interviews. Interviewing as a data collection tool, most frequently 
used in qualitative researches, is described as a mutual and interactive communication process based on the way 
to ask and answer questions, which is predetermined and conducted for a significant purpose. Through interviews, 
such situations as experiences, attitudes, opinions, comments, and reactions which can’t be observed are 
perceived. As qualitative researches aim at probing into cases and events comprehensively, results can be 
considered for similar environments even though it is not possible to generalize them. Due to limitedness such as 
finance, time, and energy, it might not possible to gather data from large experimental groups as part of a 
qualitative research by means of face-to-face interview method. In such a case, searchers have to employ 
sampling methods (YÕldÕrÕm & im ek, 2008). In this regard, the present study is limited to 6 students studying at 
Karadeniz Technical University, Faculty of Architecture, and Department of Architecture. The data which had 
been collected by means of semi-structured interview method enabled to analyze the results more 
comprehensively. 
2.1. Applicants 
The study sample consists of six second-grade students – four, female and two, male – who studied at 
Karadeniz Technical University Faculty of Architecture Department of Architecture in 2009-2010 academic year 
spring semester. The applicants have been selected among those in the predetermined class through accidental 
sampling method. The assumption that second grade students have experiences in staying at a dorm and 
remember their dormitory life has played an active role in determining the sample.  
2.2. Data Collection 
In this study, semi-structured interview method has been employed. Semi-structured interview method is 
expected to be sufficient in obtaining in-depth information from the applicants and explicating the study 
questions.  Each of the students in the sample group has been interviewed for 30-40 minutes and all the interviews 
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have been recorded so as to prevent data loss. Sound recording has been carried out just after getting permission 
from the applicants. What the applicants said has been written down as perfectly as possible by the researcher. All 
the data collected has been evaluated through qualitative analysis method. 
2.3. Data Analysis 
In this study, the data received from the semi-structured interviews has been interpretively analyzed. In 
interpretational data analysis, themes are created and the data is analyzed and evaluated according to these themes 
(Alev & Yi it, 2009; YÕldÕrÕm & im ek, 2008; Çepni, 2007). After the interviews recorded by means of the 
recorder were divulged and put on paper, first level coding has been conducted for them by the researcher. Some 
themes in relation to the study problem and sub-problems have been created using these codes. The themes have 
been classified so as to represent the applicants’ opinions within the data obtained from each of the interviews. In 
accordance with the data obtained from the study, five main themes have appeared.  
  Physical conditions of dormitory rooms 
Room size 
Fittings, the deficiency of which is felt  
Heating and lighting conditions in a room 
 Study environment in dormitories  
Functionality of study hall 
Residents from different departments 
 Functionality of wet areas 
Time for hot water supply  
Relationship between rooms and WC-bathroom 
 Socialization  
Preferred number of residents for rooms 
Spaces for spare time activities 
 Suggestions  
Design for ideal dormitory room 
Location of wet areas 
Spaces for spare time activities 
3. Findings 
Students’ opinions and data in relation to themes are as follows: 
 Physical Conditions of Dormitory Rooms: 
The students’ opinions for the size of the room where they have stayed is that it is “narrow”. Beside this, they 
have emphasized that there is no space to study in rooms. So the principal fitting, the absence of which is felt, is 
“table”. However, there must be a drawing table having standard size so as to meet needs for architecture 
students who have a different study discipline. The no-6 student’s opinions relating to the situation are such as to 
support the inference “My roommate had a desk but I did not because mine did not fit.” (S6, Interview) 
Most of the students have declared that they are pleased with the heating conditions in the rooms but the 
lighting in the study hall is insufficient. The no-5 student’s opinions relating to the situation are as follows. “In 
deed, the heating was good. However, the lighting was not so good because the fluorescent lighting was available 
and shining too much. Therefore I could not draw lines properly unless I got close adequately. For this reason, 
the lighting was not good.” (S5, Interview) 
 Study Environment in Dormitories: 
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When considering the students’ opinions relating to the study environment in the dormitories where they have 
stayed, it is found out that there is no study hall in some dormitories or the study hall is available but the tables 
are insufficient. Due to the fact that drawing tables do not fit into the study hall, the students have announced that 
they have to study at school. The no-3 student’s opinions relating to the situation are as follows “There is a study 
hall in every corridor on every floor. Students can go normally there but they appropriate the desks in the hall at 
the beginning of the year. So you are most likely to find no free desks. Especially, for us - architecture students - 
it is not possible to make a drawing in the dormitory. We cannot study there. For the last one month, I have stayed 
up till morning at the school. The time when I walk into the dormitory is 11 pm. I study till 10.50 pm. Just after I 
am done with drawing, I go back to the dormitory.” (S3, Interview) 
The fact that university students staying at dormitories are from various departments leads to some problems 
with regards to study hall. The no-2 student’s opinions relating to the situation are such as to support the 
inference: “I prefer to study at my desk in my room because, for example, studying may turn into commotion 
even at school. All in all, there are a lot of the students. It is not likely to ask them all to be quiet. Or their phones 
will ring and they will speak loudly. You cannot dominate over anyone. For this reason, there should not be 
shared study halls. In my opinion, there must be shared places to sit and have a nice conversation, instead.” (S2, 
Interview) 
The fact that students from the same department use a specially-designed space so as to study together allows 
them to have more productive and comfortable study environment. The no-5 student’s opinions relating to the 
situation are such as to support the inference: “For construction engineering students, electrical engineering 
students, mechanical engineering students or architecture students, there were study spaces. They studied in these 
spaces special to them. So it was sufficient. For example, architecture students had drawing tables. In this regard, 
they did not have any problems.” (S5, Interview) 
 Functionality of Wet Areas: 
When considering the students’ opinions relating to wet areas of the dormitories where they have stayed, it is 
clear that they can have hot water whenever they want. However, it is concluded that they are not glad to share 
these spaces with too many students. Moreover, the students have emphasized that the number of WC-showers is 
not satisfying. The no-5 student’s opinions relating to the situation are such as to support the inference: “We 
could have hot water 24/7 but there were so many problems with cleaning. Those who faced any problems went 
up and had a shower in ours. As a result, we had problems with them. I faced too many problems with bathroom. 
The number of the showers was not sufficient. For example, there were three WCs and one shower on the floor 
with 30-student capacity. As I just mentioned, they had to walk up as they were not be able to have a shower at 
once. As a natural consequence, some problems arose among the students. The number of WCs and showers was 
few. Even worse, it was the dormitory for female students. There was no space for them to do hair or prepare for 
school. In my opinion, the WC and shower must be inside the room, which is a must for a dormitory today 
because we cannot share these spaces. Students generally do not pay attention to personal hygiene and do not 
know communal life.” (S1, Interview) 
According to the data received from the interviews, the students’ common idea is that WC-shower places must 
be inside the dorm rooms. The no-6 student’s opinions relating to the situation are such as to support the 
inference: “We, ten students, used to share a shower. On our floor, there was no problem. But all students did not 
care of their personal hygiene equally. I mean, for this reason, it should be inside. And also there should be a 
shower for two or more students but in the room. Because we knew that the students on the other floors had 
problems. We saw such problems among the students on a few floors. They did not keep the bathroom clean. Of 
course, there were also the students on the floors who got on well with or respected each other just like us.” (S6, 
Interview) 
 Socialization: 
When examining the opinions which the students have about the preferred number of the people for the dorm 
room in which they have stayed, it is clear that they have no common idea. It is believed that students’ family 
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structure, their financial situation, their relationship with social environment, and their personal preferences have 
a significant impact on this consequence. A great majority of the students think that the sense of loneliness arises 
effectively in single rooms while the sense of crowdedness in a quad room. The no-6 student’s opinions relating 
to the situation are such as to support the inference: “In my opinion, it is more difficult to get on well with each 
other in a crowded area. In other words, while you keep someone sweet, you may run afoul of others. In our 
dormitory, there were also quad rooms. I saw the same problem even in these rooms. I wouldn’t ask for a single 
room as it would make me feel so lonely. In the simplest term, we used to spend one hour socializing even in bed. 
We certainly used to find something to talk about. The relationship between roommates is unique. You chat with 
your roommate in the same way as you speak with your mother at home. If you get on well, everything is on the 
right track.”(S6, Interview) 
When considering the opinions which the students have about the free time-activity spaces in the dormitories 
where they have stayed, it is concluded that the number of such spaces is insufficient. The no-3 student’s opinions 
relating to the situation are such as to support the inference: “Nothing is available in our dormitory. You can read 
books in the study hall but not newspapers or others. It is said that reading newspaper makes noise. There is no 
space to play your instrument in the dormitory. While we are playing, they are disturbed. That’s why we can’t 
even hold it. It is only allowed to read a book. In addition, you have to have a headset if you want to listen to 
music. You are allowed to watch any films on computer. There is nothing else. There is a small place similar to 
the canteen where there is a TV but generally broadcasting film series. If you wish to watch film series, it is so 
easy. But you can’t watch anything else. They do not watch even news. Therefore, it is very boring.” (S3, 
Interview) 
Students require spaces in which they come together, socialize, watch TV…etc. The no-1 student’s opinions 
relating to the situation are such as to support the inference: “There were no such spaces. We did not use to have 
such opportunities as watching TV or movies, or popcorn. There was no place to socialize with our friends. They 
used to come to our rooms and sit on the beds. It was annoying. There was no hall where we all could be together. 
There should be a lounge as comfortable as at home. It would be great if there were a refrigerator in the room. If 
not possible, there could be a shared kitchen. Among the spare time activities, table tennis or pool, or the games 
including taboo, rummikub, and backgammon could be allowed. There used to be no places for such games or 
activities. It would be satisfying if available. The dormitory should allow their students to access wireless 
internet.” (S1, Interview) 
 Suggestions: 
When considering the opinions which the students have about the design of an ideal dormitory room, it is 
concluded that it should be wide, bright and comfortable. In addition, it should be such as to contain some 
fittings; a countertop - even if it is small –, a desk, a bed base, a shelf/bookshelf. The no-1 student’s opinions 
relating to the situation are such as to support the inference: “It should provide the same comfort as at home. I 
mean the place will be a space where you spend a great part of your life just like at home. The room should 
include fittings which will respond to all needs and have required space sizes. Beside this, we should learn 
communal life. The room should be designed regarding students’ needs and considering them as a human being. 
The rooms should not be filled up with students and described as a simple space where students only sleep and 
get up. For example, let’s take a look at state dorms. Seven students stay in a room. Rooms are so small. You 
have no opportunity to leave the room when you have any problems with others. I mean you have no bolt hall. 
There is no space special to you. You can’t claim that any space belongs to you. If we can prevent this matter, 
students will be grateful.” (S1, Interview) 
Wet areas should be designed inside dorm rooms so that students can use it comfortably and cleanly. The no-4 
student’s opinions relating to the situation are such as to support the inference: “If it were a double room, there 
were a WC-shower for two students, it were wide enough, desks were available – of course there should be a 
bookshelf for each one – a coat check at the entrance, a kitchen recess, a countertop, I would be glad.” (S4, 
Interview) 
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It is concluded that spaces should be considered for spare-time activities and also areas should be designed for 
various social activities including games, sport activities. The no-6 student’s opinions relating to the situation are 
such as to support the inference: “In my opinion, a student must be willing to go back to his dormitory if we 
mention an ideal dormitory. It should be comfortable but not too much because our aim is to study here. It should 
be such as to provide students with study environment. There should be every detail which leads students to be 
happy and motivated positively. Travels or tours may be arranged. There may be areas where students have fun 
together.” (S6, Interview) 
As a result of relating sub-problems determined within the study to the interviews of the students and the 
themes have been associated with each other by use of the findings obtained in line with the analyses of the 
interviews and given in Table 1. 









Wet Areas Socializing Suggestions 
Student 1 
- The room is 
small 
- No space to 
study 
- A desk is 
required 




- The study hall 
belongs to them, 
no problem arose 
- Hot water 
supply 24/7 
- Number of WC-
shower  is 
insufficient 
- The intimate 
friend prefers a 
double room, 
alternatively a 
triple or quad 
room 
- There should be 
a shared lounge 
and kitchen 
- It should 
provide home 
comfort 
- It should 
provide  required 
space size and 
fittings 
- WC-bathroom 
should be inside 
the room 
- Table tennis, 
pool 
Student 2 
- The walls are 
crooked, area 
loss 
- Bad base, shelf, 
night light, and 
plug are required 
- Heating is very 
good, lighting is 
good but 
insufficient in the 
study hall 
- A study hall 
isn’t available, 
studying in the 
room 
- Hot water 
supply 24/7 
- Pleased as the 
WC-shower is 
inside the room 
- Prefers a single 
room 
- Requires a TV 
room 
- Requires a 
shared room for 
socializing 
- It should be 
wide 
- It should be 
private 
- It should make 
resident feel at 
home 
Student 3 
- The room is too 
narrow 
- No space to 
study 
- A desk, a shelf, 
a bookshelf, a 
cabinet is 
required 
- Heating is 
good, lighting is 
good but 
insufficient in the 
study hall 





there is no 
drawing table 
- Period of hot 
water supply is 
limited 
The number of 
WC-shower is 
inadequate (used 
by 80 students) 
- Prefers a triple 
or quad room 
- Fitness, table 
tennis are 
required 
- A music room, 
a room for 
activities, a TV 
room 
- It should be 
wide, bright 
- Required 





should be inside 
the room 
      
Student 4 
- The room is 
narrow 
- No space to 
study 
- A study hall is 
available but the 
number of desks 
is inadequate 
- Hot water 
supply 24/7 
- Number of WC-
shower is not 
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- A desk and a 
cabinet are 
required 
- Isn’t pleased 
with heating, 
lighting is good 
- Is studying in 
the hall because 
no desk is in the 
room 
sufficient (used 
by 8-9 students) 
tennis are 
required 






should be inside 
the room 
Student 5 
- The room is 
narrow 
- Armchairs for 
socializing are 
required 
- Heating is 
good, lighting in 
the study hall is 
insufficient 




- It is suitable for 





- Hot water 
supply 24/7 




- Prefers a quad 
room, 
- Library should 
be qualified 








should be inside 
the room 
Student 6 
- The room is 
narrow 
- The desk 
doesn’t fit 
- A bookshelf 
and a desk are 
required 
- Heating and 
lighting are good 
 - No study hall 
in the dormitory 
- Studying in the 
school because 
the desk doesn’t 
fit into the room 
- Hot water 
supply is 24/7 
- No problem 
with cleaning 
(used by 10 
students) 
- Prefers a double 
room 
- A wide sport 








fittings should be 
available 
- WC-bathroom 
should be inside 
the room 
4.  Discussion and Conclusion 
In this study, it was aimed to identify basic qualifications which an ideal dormitory room must include. These 
qualifications were taken into consideration in terms of 5 main subjects which rose in accordance with the data 
gathered by means of semi-structured interview method. The results from the study suggest that the primary 
purpose be to provide students with a healthy dorm environment where they can study, rest, have a good time, 
socialize. The collected data from the socialization subject seems to support this approach. The students need 
shared spaces where they together can spend time and activity spaces where they watch TV, play table tennis, 
take exercise. Thus, in terms of conducting dormitory life positively, comfortable and well-thought-through 
designs should be created. The dormitory rooms are supposed to provide students with required physical 
conditions and also spaces for spare time activities. 
Available in the country, many of the dormitories are not sufficient to meet these requirements as they have 
been modified. It is a quite significant process to project a dormitory which can fulfill all needs as well as 
accommodation. In order to create environments in which students can feel home comfort, their life standards and 
expectations should be taken into consideration. University life is a period when social domain widens, and 
consequently social activities increase. In this period, dormitories play an important role in helping students to 
socialize. Dormitories are supposed to allow social-cultural and sport activities as they contribute to students’ 
social and environmental education.  
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